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The ACRE Program 
 
 The Average Crop Revenue Election (ACRE) began in 

crop year 2009. Through ACRE, the Farm Service 

Agency (FSA) offers producers an alternative to Direct 

and Counter-cyclical (DCP) payments. The ACRE al-

ternative provides eligible producers a state-level reve-

nue guarantee, based on the 5-year state Olympic 

average yield and the 2-year national average price.  

The enrollment date for 2010 ACRE is June 1, 2010.  

ACRE payments are made when both state- and farm-

level triggers are met. By participating in ACRE, pro-

ducers elect to forgo counter-cyclical payments.  Pro-

ducers also elect to receive a 20-percent reduction in 

direct payments and a 30-percent reduction in loan 

rates.  A decision to elect ACRE binds the producer to 

the program through the 2012 crop year, the last crop 

year covered by the 2008 Farm Bill.  For more details, 

contact your local FSA office. 

 
2010 DCP Signup  
 
Enrollment for the 2010 Direct and Counter-cyclical 

Program (DCP) will continue through June 1, 2010.  

USDA urges producers to make use of the eDCP auto-

mated website to sign up, or producers can visit any 

USDA Service Center to complete their 2010 DCP con-

tract.  USDA computes DCP Program payments using 

base acres and payment yields established for each 

farm. Eligible producers receive direct payments at 

rates established by statute regardless of market prices.  

For 2010, eligible producers may request advance direct 

payments based on 22 percent of the direct payment.  

For more information on this or other programs, simply 

contact the nearest FSA office.   

 

Acreage Reporting 
 
Acreage reporting time will soon be here. Filing an ac-

curate acreage report for all crops and land uses, includ-

ing failed acreage and prevented planting acreage, can 

prevent the loss of benefits for a variety of programs.  

Failed acreage must be reported within 15 days of the 

disaster event and before disposition of the crop. Pre-

vented planting must be reported no later than 15 days 

after the final planting date.  Acreage reports are re-

quired for many Farm Service Agency programs.  For 

crops other than NAP (Noninsured Crop Disaster 

Assistance Program) crops, acreage reports are to 

be certified by the June 30th deadline on small 

grains and a July 31
st
 deadline on all other crops.  

Acreage reports on crops for which NAP assistance 

may be paid are due in the county office by the ear-

lier of June 30 for small grains and July 31 for all 

other crops, or 15 calendar days before the onset of 

harvest or grazing of the specific crop acreage being 

reported.   

 
SURE 

The Supplemental Revenue Assistance Program 

(SURE) provides benefits for farm revenue losses due 

to natural disasters incurred in the crop years 2008 

through September 30, 2011. To be eligible for SURE 

payments, a producer is required to obtain crop insur-

ance on all crops in all counties or, if crop insurance is 

not available, to participate in the Non-Insured Assis-

tance Program (NAP) except for grazed acreage.  How-

ever, crop insurance or NAP coverage is no longer 

required for crops that are not of economic significance 

or those where the administrative fee required to buy 

NAP coverage exceeds 10% of the value of the cover-

age.  Eligible farmers and ranchers who meet the defini-

tion of Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, or 

Beginning Farmer or Rancher are exempt from the risk 

management purchase requirement.  The following are 

the conditions that trigger SURE payments:   

• at least one crop of economic significance 

must suffer a 10% production loss due to an 

eligible disaster condition 

• crop of economic significance is a crop that 

has contributed or would have contributed at 

least 5% or more of the total expected revenue 

from all crops on the farm 

• producers in counties declared disaster coun-

ties by the Secretary of Agriculture, or in con-

tiguous counties, or those who show proof of 

an individual loss of at least 50% are eligible 

to receive SURE payments for crop producer 

or crop quality losses.  Losses are measured 

with consideration to the whole-farm revenue, 

which includes crop insurance indemnities and 

commodity program payments, so that produc-

ers are not paid more than once for the same 

loss.   

A SURE calculator is available at: 

www.fsa.usda.gov/mo.  The calculator is not 

official, but is intended for educational use.  A 

fact sheet and backgrounder are also available 

online. 

 

 NAP Records 
 
Production records for individual crops need to be filed 

with our office to establish an approved NAP yield.  If 

this is the first year you participated in NAP, you can 

provide production and acreage information from prior 

years to establish your yield.  If you participated in 

NAP in previous years, you must report your produc-

tion and acreage on a yearly basis to keep your yield 

up-to-date.  Records submitted must be reliable or veri-

http://www.fsa.usda.gov/mo
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fiable.  Records need to show crop disposition.  We recommend 

producers submit production records as soon as harvest is com-

plete.  All production records must be submitted by the subsequent 

crop year’s final acreage reporting date. 

 

NAP Loss Filing 
 
The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and 

prevented planting and may be completed by any producer with an 

interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required on 

for all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the 

Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), you must 

file a CCC-576 (notice of loss) in the FSA County Office within 15 

days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become ap-

parent.   If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and 

CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar days of the final plant-

ing date for the crop. 

HELC & WC Compliance 
 
Producers are reminded of the importance of compliance with 

highly erodible land conservation (HELC) and wetland conserva-

tion (WC) provisions in order to remain eligible for USDA bene-

fits.  If producers plan to clear timber and plant an annually-tilled 

crop, they will need to complete an AD-1026 to have a Highly 

Erodible Land or Wetland Conservation determination.  Producers 

who plan to plant an annually-tilled commodity that is currently in 

grass should check with their local FSA to be sure the field has an 

HEL determination.  Producers who have ruts from last year’s 

harvest should make sure that any tillage done to restore their 

fields will be in compliance with their conservation system to re-

main in compliance for USDA benefits. 

 

Farm Safety 
 
Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quick-

sand and it can kill quickly. It takes less than five seconds for a 

person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.   

The mechanical aspects of grain handling equipment also present a 

real danger.  Augers, power take offs, and other moving parts can 

grab you or the clothing you might be wearing.  These hazards, 

along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough 

for adults, not to mention children.  It is always advisable to keep 

children a safe distance from operating farm equipment.  Always 

use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm machinery.  

Insure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machi-

nery is engaged.  FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop 

year, and that begins with putting safety first. 

 
Cold Storage Facility Loans 
 
 The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program has been amended to al-

low producers to build cold storage facilities to store their fresh 

fruits and vegetables. To be eligible, cold storage facilities must 

have a useful life of 15 years and include:  

 new structures suitable for cold storage facility; 

 new walk-in prefabricated permanently installed coolers 

suitable for storing fresh fruits and vegetables;  

 new permanently affixed cooling, circulating and moni-

toring equipment;  

 electrical equipment integral to the proper operation 

of a cold storage facility; and must be  

 an addition or modification to an existing storage fa-

cility.  

USDA will not make cold storage facility loans for portable 

structures, portable handling and cooling equipment, used, or 

pre-owned structures or cooling equipment or structures 

deemed unsuitable.  The maximum loan amount for a Farm 

Storage Facility loan is $500,000 per loan, which requires a 

down payment of at least 15 percent. Applications must be ap-

proved before construction can begin. Loan terms of 7, 10 or 

12 years are available depending on the amount of the loan. 

Loans applications should be submitted to the administrative 

FSA county office that maintains the records of the farm or 

farms to which the application applies. If the commodities are 

produced on land that does not have farm records established, 

the application must be submitted to the FSA county office 

that services the county where the facility will be located.  For 

more information on this program or other FSA farm pro-

grams please contact your local FSA county office or 

http://www.fsa.usda.gov.  

 

Farm Loan Program Eligibility Requirements 
 
The Farm Service Agency (FSA) offers loan for farmers and 

ranchers to purchase farmland and finance agricultural opera-

tions.  FSA loan programs are designed to help producers who 

are temporarily unable to obtain private or commercial credit.  

Farm ownership loans or farm operating loans may be ob-

tained as direct loans for a maximum of up to $300,000.  

Guaranteed loans can reach a maximum indebtedness of 

$1,112,000.  To qualify for assistance, applicants must meet 

all loan eligibility requirements, including: 

 Must not be ineligible for loans as a result of a con-

viction for controlled substances 

 Be of legal capacity to enter into a contract 

 For direct Operating Loans (OL) must be operator of 

a family-size farm.  For direct Farm Ownership (FO) 

loans, must be owner and operator of a family-sized 

farm 

 Have an acceptable credit history 

 For direct OL, have sufficient education; training, or 

at least 1-year’s experience in managing or operating 

a farm/ranch within the last 5 years.  For direct FO 

loans, applicants must have participated in the busi-

ness operation of a farm/ranch for 3 years 

 Be a citizen of the United States, a U.S. non-citizen 

national, or a qualified alien under federal immigra-

tion law 

 Be unable to obtain credit elsewhere at reasonable 

rates and terms to meet credit needs 

 Not be delinquent on a Federal debt 

 Not been disqualified for Federal benefits due to fed-

eral crop insurance fraud 

 Must agree to complete borrower training courses if 

required 

 Not have caused FSA a loss by receiving debt for-

giveness; and  

 Be within the time restrictions as to the number of 

years they can receive FSA assistance 

 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=50481974&msgid=194155&act=YNN3&c=590864&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.fsa.usda.gov%2F
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Farm Ownership Loans 
 
FSA Farm Ownership (FO) Loan funds may be used to purchase 

a farm, enlarge an existing farm, construct new farm buildings 

and/or improve structures, pay closing costs, and promote soil 

and water conservation and protection.  Direct loan funds cannot 

be used to refinance existing real estate debt.  The maximum re-

payment term is 40 years for both direct and guaranteed FO 

loans. 

 

Farm Operating Loans 
FSA Farm Operating Loan (OL) funds may be used for normal 

operating expenses, purchase machinery/equipment, purchase li-

vestock, real estate repairs, and refinancing debt.  Repayment 

terms may vary, but typically will not exceed 7 years for inter-

mediate-term purposes.  Annual operating loans are generally 

repaid within 12 months or when the commodities produced are 

sold. 

 

Contact your local Farm Loan Team for more information and 

current interest rates. 
 
Rural Youth Loans 
 
The Farm Service Agency makes loans to rural youths to establish 

and operate income-producing projects in connection with 4-H 

clubs, FFA and other agricultural groups.  Projects must be 

planned and operated with the help of the organization advisor, 

produce sufficient income to repay the loan and provide the youth 

with practical business and educational experience.  The maxi-

mum loan amount is $5000. 

Youth Loan Eligibility Requirements: 

 be a citizen of the United States (which includes Puerto 

Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, the 

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands) or a 

legal resident alien  

 be 10 years to 20 years of age 

 comply with FSA’s general eligibility requirements  

 reside in a rural area, city or town with a population of 

50,000 or fewer people 

 be unable to get a loan from other sources  

 conduct a modest income-producing agriculture-related 

project in a supervised program of work as outlined 

above  

 demonstrate capability of planning, managing and oper-

ating the project under guidance and assistance from a 

project advisor. The project supervisor must recommend 

the project and the loan, along with providing adequate 

supervision.  

 

Stop by the county office for help preparing and processing the 

application forms. 

 
Farm Reconstitutions 
  
In program terminology, farms are constituted to group all tracts 

having the same owner and the same operator under one farm 

serial number. When changes in ownership or operation take 

place, a farm reconstitution is necessary. The reconstitution — 

or recon — is the process of combining or dividing farms or 

tracts of land based on the farming operation.  The following are 

the different methods used when doing a farm recon. 

 Estate Method — the division of bases, 

allotments and quotas for a parent farm 

among heirs in settling an estate 

 

 Designation of Landowner Method — 

may be used when (1) part of a farm is 

sold or ownership is transferred; (2) an 

entire farm is sold to two or more per-

sons; (3) farm ownership is transferred 

to two or more persons; (4) part of a 

tract is sold or ownership is transferred; 

(5) a tract is sold to two or more per-

sons; or (6) tract ownership is trans-

ferred to two or more persons.  In order 

to use the designation of landowner me-

thod, the land sold or transferred must 

have been owned for at least three 

years.  The owner of the farm, along 

with the purchaser or transferee shall 

file a signed Memorandum of Under-

standing.  A deed is not considered a 

Memorandum of Understanding. 

 

 DCP Cropland Method — the division 

of bases in the same proportion that the 

DCP cropland for each resulting tract 

relates to the DCP cropland on the par-

ent tract 

 

 Default Method — the division of 

bases for a parent farm with each tract 

maintaining the bases attributed to the 

tract level when the reconstitution is in-

itiated in the system. 

 
If payments have already been issued on a particular farm, 

the reconstitution will be effective for the next year, un-

less the payments are refunded. Request for recons 

should be filed by June 1. 

Banking Changes? 
 
If you have changed banks and not notified FSA, your 

payment could be delayed.  Payments are electronically 

transferred into your bank account, and if we are not 

aware of changes to your account and routing numbers, 

there could be problems.  In order to make timely pay-

ments, you need to notify the office if you close your ac-

count or if another financial institution purchases your 

bank.  It is important that any changes in producer’s ac-

count such as type account, bank mergers, routing number 

or account numbers, be provided to the county office 

promptly to avoid possible payment delay. 

 
2010 Census is Vital to Reviving Rural 
America 

The USDA Farm Service Agency has teamed up with the 

U.S. Census Bureau to encourage all farmers and ranchers 

to complete the 2010 census.  The census forms, which 
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Dates to Remember 

May 31 
Memorial Day Holiday -   

FSA Offices are Closed. 

June 1 
Final date to sign up for DCP and 

ACRE 

June 30 Final date to report small grains 

Continues Farm Storage Facility Loans 

Continues 
Continuous Conservation Reserve 
Program. 

 
 
 

 
  

Selected Interest Rates for 

April  2010 

90-Day Treasury Bill 0.125% 

Farm Operating Loans — Direct 2.875% 

Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 5.00% 
Farm Ownership Loans — Direct 
Down Payment, Beginning Far-
mer or Rancher 

1.50% 

Emergency Loans 3.75% 

Marketing Assistance Loans 1.375% 

7-year Farm Storage Facility Loan 3.125% 

10-yr. Farm Storage Facility Loan 3.625% 

12-yr. Farm Storage Facility Loan 4.00% 

Commodity Loans 1996-Present 1.375% 

 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, 
disability, and where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, re-
prisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program. (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) 
Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact 
USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TDD). To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 
Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 

 

 

 were mailed in March to all residents in the United States and Puerto Rico, are com-

prised of 10 questions and take only 10 minutes to complete and mail back in the 

postage-paid envelope.  Having everyone counted is critical to the security of rural 

communities and will ensure that the more than $400 billion in federal funding will 

be allocated to these communities annually to support schools, broadband initiatives, 

hospitals, emergency services and public works projects. The census also determines 

the number of seats a state has in the House of Representatives and will determine if 

a state will lose or gain representation.  Completing the census is not only the law, 

but an avenue used to help revive America’s farm, food and values.  Everyone needs 

to be counted. 

 

Outreach Event 

The Newton/McDonald County U.S.D.A. Service Center will host an outreach meet-

ing on Tuesday, April 27, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. at the John Q. Hammons Civic Center in 

Fairview, MO.  Representatives from the following agencies will be present: 

 Farm Service Agency 

 Natural Resources Conservation Services & Soil and Water District 

 Rural Development 

 University of Missouri Extension 

 Missouri Department of Conservation 

Program availability along with eligibility requirements will be discussed.  Refresh-

ments will be served. 

 
 
 
 
 

Visit our website at: www.fsa.usda.gov/mo  
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